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News from Denver.

The ATA Board of Directors
met in Denver on January 17,
2009 at the Red Lion Hotel in
conjunction with the ATA an-
nual membership meeting.
Some important events were
announced, as well as deci-
sions that will affect many
breeders.

You are all invited to join the
ATA Board of Directors and the
North Dakota Tarentaise Asso-
ciation at the summer Board of
Directors meeting, to be held
in Bismarck, North Dakota on
June 19" and 20™. This will be
a very special event, with a
banquet and regional events

sponsored by the North Dakota

Association to honor the induc-
tion of Neil Zimmerman into
the ATA Hall of Fame. More
details will be available on the

web site in the future, but im-

mediate information can be
obtained by contacting Brian

Ledahl in North Dakota at 701
-694-3511.

There was some exciting news
about the ATA Website. In
2008 there were 64,898 hits.
Remember that those people
who are looking through our
web site are looking at the
classified ads, and also follow-
ing the links, which could in-
clude your own personal indi-
vidual web page, available
through the office for only $35.
The individual web page con-
tains one photo and informa-
tion about your farm or breed-
ing program. The ATA office
has received many compli-
ments on the web site, and
more information  will be
added based on specific re-
guests received at the office.

The ATA office has contracted
with MMI Genomics to provide
the DNA typing for Al sires. In
the past, blood typing was

used, and if a bull had been
collected, but died before

and annual membership meet-
ing will be scheduled to coin-

having his blood typing done, cide with the show. We need
that sireds pr og cattle from all parts of the
eligible for registry. Now, if country to be displayed and

you have some semen in your compete in the show. We need
at least 50 animals to make the
show, so all entries are encour-
aged. Please start now identi-
fying cattle in your herd that

you would like to exhibit, and

keep an eye out for the good
ones in this
think it is imperative that we

exhibit our cattle at a National

event to keep our breed in the

spotlight. The National Show
will follow the same rules and

classes as the previous show
Copies of the class birth date
divisions may be obtained

from the ATA office to assist
you in your planning for en-

tries. If you cannot exhibit

cattle, please plan to come to
Denver, attend the meeting

and show, and have a great
time visiting with fellow Taren-

taise breeders.

semen tank from a bull that

wasndt blood type
ble to simply send a straw of
semen to MMI Genomics and
have the DNA typing done,
thereby all owi ng
semen to be used for regis-
tered progeny. DNA typing
information and paperwork
kits are available from the ATA
office. The semen samples do

not need to be kept cool or
frozen when sent for evalua-
tion. Current live sires can be
DNA typed via a small blood
sample card, by semen or hair
testing. Bulls that were previ-
ously blood typed do not need

to have further testing done.

The ATA will reinstitute the
National Tarentaise Show at
the National Western Stock
Show at Denver, Colorado in
January of 2010. Dates will be
announced as soon as final
arrangements are made with
the NWSS. The board meeting

Board elections resulted in re -
election of Brian Davenport

and Maureen Mack Kullman for
a second term. Leonard Sheriff
graciously agreed to serve on

the board to fill a member

vacancy.
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TARENTAISE TALK

My grandparents
side of the family homesteaded in
1915 south of Gillette, Wyoming
and one mile west of Maysdorf.
My dad was born in Verdel, Ne-
braska in 1913. My grandparents
on my mot her 6s
steaded three miles east of Mays-
dorfin 1915.

My granddad went to Montana to
run a thrashing crew during the
war and my mother was born in
Coffee Creek, Montana. They
were married in February, 1939.

My dad passed on in 1991 and my
mother is still living with Kay and

| today. Kay was born in Okla-
homa and moved to Wyoming
when she was eight years old.
Her dad worked in the oil fields.

Her parents have since passed
on.

Kay and | lived in Gillette when
the kids were in school and in
1985, we built a home at the ranch
and started to run the ranch. We
had about 400 cows and 220
brood mares. In 1990, we sold 72
draft mares that went to the PMU
line in Canada.

That fall, we went to Glenrock,
Wyoming to buy some bred
cows. The Meikes at Kaycee
were drought out and had 118
head of young cows all 3/8 to 5/8
Tarentaise cross and we bought
them when they had calves out of
Red Angus and Charolais bulls.
We got hooked on the Tarentaise
Cross cow.

During the fall of 1991, we bought
our first Tarentaise pure bred and
full blood bred cows from H & W
Livestock in Burns, Wyoming. In

January, 1992, we went to the
Tarentaise stock show in Denver.
In the late spring of 1992, we
bought our first Tarentaise bull
from the Hat Ranch.

In 2001, the drought started and
we moved cows out on pasture in
the different areas. After seven
years, all our cows ended up in
Coon Rapids, lowa in lease with
the Hat Ranch. We maintained
about 100 cows with the Hat
Ranch. We have been bringing
heifer calves back to Wyoming

and breeding them as yearlings.

Then, we send the pregnant ones
back to lowa. It will be3 at least
two more good years before the

grass is back at full strength. Last
year, we sold the ranch to the
coal company but have lease it
back for five years.

We are the parents of four chil-
dren, ten grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren, soon to be
eleven great -grandchildren.
Currently, we are into more re-
tirement and | es§p
how that works out.

Les and Kay Haight

Congratulations!!!

Les and Kay for your
outstanding efforts
producing and pro-
moting Tarentaise
cattle.
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