
The ATA Summer Board Meet-

ing was held in Mandan, North 

Dakota at the Best Western 

Seven Seas Hotel on Friday, 

June 19.  The meeting was 

hosted by the North Dakota 

Tarentaise Association.  These 

folks deserve great recogni-

tion and a huge òThank youó 

from all of the board members 

and their spouses for the won-

derful organization, hospitality 

and camaraderie.  

The board room was stocked 

with homemade cookies of 

many varieties. The facilities 

were excellent.  We had visi-

tors to the board meeting in-

cluding four Hall of Fame 

award winners from years past 

ðChris Klein, Dennis Puppe , 

Gary Klein, and H.Q. òDocó 

Tucker. After the meeting,   

board members and their 

spouses were treated to the 

Professional Bull Riding (PBR) 

show on Friday night, June 19. 

Transportation was furnished, 

along with narrated tours of 

the city.  

On Saturday, we were all 

treated and transported to Fort 

Lincoln State Park, site of the 

encampment of General Cus-

ter.  There were reenactments 

of military skirmishes, a camp-

ground with authentic food 

being prepared, historical 

buildings to visit, a demonstra-

tion of old time medical treat-

ments, and a camp ground at a 

recreated Indian Village.   

There was even a musical 

troupe from the Theodore 

Roosevelt State Park at Medora 

performing on the camp 

ground.  

In conjunction with the Sum-

mer Board Meeting, a banquet 

was held on Saturday night 

honoring the induction of Neil 

Zimmerman into the ATA Hall 

of Fame.  Since the location 

was convenient for a lot of 

previous and current members 

of the ATA, a North Dakota 

Tarentaise Association reunion 

was held.   Members, retired 

and active, from the US and 

Canada, came to honor Neil 

and to get together and dis-

cuss old times. The gathering 

was very well attended.   
Gary Klein, Joel and Connie 

Fisher, and Annette Curl were 

the most obvious organizers of 

the festivities, but Iõm sure 

they had a lot of help.  Thank 

you all again for the wonderful 

programs you provided.  

Board meeting business in-

cludes the fact that the 2009 

Sire Summary information has 

been tabulated.   Production of 

the actual summary with analy-

sis of trends and explanations 

of how to use the summary, 

along with should be on the 

web site by the end of sum-

mer.   

The ATA office frequently gets 

requests from producers to 

help them find Tarentaise 

breeders with whom they have 

dealt with in the past.   Old 

membership lists are going to 

be used to contact everyone 

who has or has had Tarentaise 

cattle or semen, so that we can 

refer people to Tarentaise 

owners in their region.  In 

talking with some of the peo-

ple who attended the North 

Dakota reunion,  
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